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Dr. David B. Hogan  
Geriatric Medicine, Calgary

Reflections on Service  

I’ve been a member of the AMA since my 
permanent move to Alberta in 1990. I was on the 
editorial team of Drug Use in the Elderly (DUE) 
Quarterly, a joint publication of the AMA and the 
Alberta College of Pharmacists that ran from 1994 
until 2012.  Its objective was to promote better 
stewardship of medications prescribed to older 
Albertans. I’ve been consulted by the AMA over the 
years on clinical topics such as medical fitness to 
drive. I feel that my major contribution in this area 
was the Toward Optimized Practice (TOP) clinical 
practice guidelines on cognitive impairment. I also 
served as President and on the Board of the Alberta 
Medical Foundation (AMF), an AMA charitable 
foundation dedicated to promoting research, study, 
and appreciation of Alberta’s medical history.

While I’ve been a member of the CMA for even 
longer, I’ve not played a role in its governance. 
I do have a long association with its journal, the 
CMAJ, for which I’ve performed multiple reviews 
(receiving letters of commendations from its editors 
for some of them) and co-authored 25 articles and 
letters published by the CMAJ that are indexed on 
PubMed.

I hope that my work has contributed to improving 
the quality of life and care of older adults both in 
Alberta and nationally. My AMF work as well as a 
some of my other CMAJ publications speak to my 
belief that preserving and celebrating the history of 
our profession is vital.

Commitment to the maintenance and improvement 
of the medical profession is a key responsibility 
for any physician. The AMA/CMA offer ample 
opportunities to meet this obligation. The 
motivating spirit for this should not be personal 
advancement but collective improvement. Through 
my AMA/CMA activities I’ve had the opportunity 
to work with inspiring colleagues on meaningful 
tasks. What more can one ask?

Personal Interests  

I have an enduring interest in medical history. I 
recently co-authored Creating the Future of Health, 
a history of the Cumming School of Medicine at 
the University of Calgary. A sub-theme within this 
larger interest has been the history of my sub-
specialty and its evolution in Canada.

“All great achievements  
require time.”

                                                    Maya Angelou
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Installation of new 
AMA President 

Dr. Vesta Michelle Warren 

“The AMA is the only place that all Alberta 
physicians can come to work towards a 
better health care system and engage with the 
challenges associated in our profession. In the 
days of old, the Doctors Lounge was the site 
of many conversations between physicians 
but now that has been lost. The AMA has 
become the new lounge for ALL members. 
I love the networking and am learning a lot 
about the politics of medicine.”

Dr. Vesta Michelle Warren is the AMA President 
for 2021–22. She is family physician in Sundre,  
an associate clinical professor in family medicine  
at the University of Calgary and an assistant  
clinical professor in family medicine at the 
University of Alberta.

Dr. Warren received her medical degree from the 
University of Alberta in 1997 and her Certification 
in the College of Family Physicians in 1999. In 
2010, she became a Fellow of the College of Family 
Physicians of Canada.

Outside of the AMA, Dr. Warren has provided 
leadership in many roles including Chair of the 
First Annual Clinical Connections Conference 
Planning Committee with the Alberta College of 
Family Physicians.

Dr. Warren joined the AMA the first year of 
her residency (1997). She has provided her 
expertise to the AMA since 2015, when she 
joined the AMA Representative Forum as a 
delegate for Central Zone. Her other work with 
the AMA includes serving on the Nominating 
and Compensation Committees and, just recently, 
as Member at Large for the Section of Rural 
Medicine Executive. Dr. Warren is a member  
of the Family Medicine Taskforce.

“Great things are done when   
 men and mountains meet.”

                                                         William Blake

“What the mind can conceive 
and believe, and the heart 
desire, you can achieve.”

Norman Vincent Peale
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AMA Past President   

Dr. Paul E. Boucher

“What are the benefits of belonging to and 
working with the AMA? Advocacy for 
patients and leading system change.”

Dr. Paul E. Boucher is the AMA Past President 
for 2020–21. He is an intensive care specialist 
in Calgary where he is also a clinical assistant 
professor in critical care medicine at the University 
of Calgary.

Dr. Boucher has a long history of service with the 
AMA, having served on the Board of Directors 
for eight years and on many internal and external 
committees such as Nominating Committee, 
Executive Committee and the Provincial Physician 
Liaison Forum. He also served a term as president 
of the Section of Intensive Care.

Dr. Boucher has provided his expertise as a 
member/co-chair/chair on numerous hospital, 
university and provincial committees and working 
groups. He has presented locally, nationally and 
internationally and has contributed to many 
journal and newspaper articles. Dr. Boucher was 
recognized with the AMA’s Long-Service Award  
in 2017. “Great things are done when   

 men and mountains meet.”

                                                         William Blake
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